Seminars in Cardiothoracic and Vascular Anesthesia
(SCVA) is entering its 19th year serving the perioperative cardiac community, and I am starting my 5th year as the Editor in Chief for the journal. The SCVA editorial team continues to strive to achieve the vision that I outlined in 2011, which was to shift to a broader scope of coverage with a focus on all perioperative cardiac areas, and not just cardiac anesthesiology. I am pleased to say we have made significant strides in this endeavor, which is apparent by the wide range of high-quality articles published from basic science, to surgery, intensive care unit (ICU), pain medicine, and, of course, pediatric and adult cardiac anesthesiology. Part of the strategy to grow our journal was to recruit leaders in the different areas, and I would like to recognize the efforts that our editors and editorial board have put toward improving our journal. Dr Miklos Kertai has been the Associate Editor in Chief since 2012 and has been a tremendous partner in heading up the Adult Cardiac Anesthesiology section. Dr Mark Twite has single handedly spearheaded our Congenital Cardiac Forum, which continues to bring high-quality topics and articles each edition and is certainly one of the biggest areas of growth we have introduced to the content of SCVA. Dr Brett Reece is our Associate Editor for Cardiac Surgery and has been instrumental in bringing the surgical perspective to the journal. For this upcoming year he is working to put together a focused issue on Aortic Arch surgery, which will blend surgical, anesthesiology, and ICU topics. Greg Janelle has been our Roundtable Editor focusing on adding roundtable discussions as well as recruiting high-quality content for submission. We have also expanded our editorial board significantly since 2011, from 18 members to nearly 80, and it is truly due to the continued support and effort of all of the editorial board members that we continue to grow. 2016 promises to be another exciting and challenging year for practitioners in perioperative cardiac medicine. As has been the pattern since 2012, our March issue will start with a series of focused reviews aimed at highlighting key topics in a true perioperative effort. These articles, dubbed "Noteworthy Literature," bring expert review opinions to focus on the most important topics in their field and highlight key articles for the readers to look further into. Drs Muehlschlegel and Varelmann have the lead article with a focus on cardiothoracic anesthesiology. The authors have focused on specific areas of basic science including genomics and the translational mechanisms of isoflurane and the ischemic effects at the level of the mitochondria. On the clinical spectrum, they review key topics in TEE, atrial fibrillation, as well as remote ischemic preconditioning. Drs Twite and Ing have once again provided a stellar look back at the literature in the previous year in the field of congenital cardiac anesthesiology. They focus this year on a number of themes including neurological outcomes and cerebral oximetry; cardiopulmonary bypass and anticoagulation; cardiac catheterization laboratory and pulmonary hypertension; procedural sedation; adverse events; adult congenital heart disease and pregnancy; and Fontan physiology and right ventricular failure. This is a great article covering some fascinating topics.
New to the Noteworthy Series is our first article focused on cardiothoracic critical care, written by Dr Evans and colleagues. The authors have chosen to highlight the areas of ECMO, atrial fibrillation management in the ICU, coagulopathy, metabolic support, delirium, and acute kidney injury, and they have put together a great summary of key topics in the postoperative ICU area. Finally, Drs Reece and Cleveland have once again provided a summary of selected topics in cardiac surgery. Themes this year include key advancements in both TAVR and LVAD technology as well as outcome studies. Also, new data on temperature management in aortic surgery, and choice of optimal conduit in CABG surgery complete the tour. In all, these 4 articles are all great reads that give insights into highlights of the year.
The March issue also has many other great articles including 2 ongoing forums: Congenital Cardiac and Postoperative ICU Care of the Cardiac Surgical Patient. In 2015, we published 2 selected issues focused completely on postoperative care of the cardiac surgery patient, and we now have the third and final component of topics. These final 3 articles nicely round out our selection of topics and include a discussion on management of patients with alternative agents to heparin by Drs Rehfeldt and Barbara. The second is a discussion on management of temporary pacemakers by Dr Sullivan and colleagues, and our third article is a review by Dr Chau and colleagues on management of pediatric patients with pulmonary hypertension in the ICU.
This quarter's Congenital Cardiac forum focuses on the tricuspid valve and Ebsteins anomaly with 2 complementary articles covering the physiology, imaging, and management, by Dr Morray, and an article devoted to anesthestic considerations and perioperative management by Dr Ross and colleagues. These reviews continue to nicely cover the difficult topics of congenital abnormalities that the forum is devoted to.
Finally, our issue concludes with a nicely written original research article on management of blood ordering in cardiac surgery by Dr Ural and colleagues, as well as 2 clinical challenges discussing diastolic MR in the setting of endocarditis by Dr Pulido and colleagues, as well as a nice discussion on management of atrial myxomas by Dr Essandoh and colleagues.
In all, this is a great spread of topics to start the 2016 year. Upcoming issues will be covering topics such as the perioperative and anesthetic surgical home or preoperative evaluation clinic, aortic arch surgery, and management of TAVR, just to name a few. I hope you enjoy these articles, and I am looking forward to an exciting new year of topics.
